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FLAVIO FERLITO

Fabrics of Akragas

Introduction

Starting from the petrographical and chemical analysi21 samples of western Greek amphorae,
17 samples of coarse wares and ceramic building matéaalsd seven samples of raw materidls,
four local ceramic fabrics have been identified: one of transport ampRgra€RA-1), two of coarse
wares (AKFG-1 and AKRG-2) and one of ceramic buildingaterials (AKREBM1).

Fabric Descriptions
1. Transport Amphorae

AKRA-1
Ref. M 208/3 (M 208/1, M 208/2, 208/5, M 208/43, M 208/44, M 208/47, M 179/168,7/8V232,
M 179/332, M 119/177, M 119/192)

The colour of the matrix varies from reddishange, with different tones, to pale yellegreenish

or greenishklight grey colour (Munsell 2.5Y 7/2, 7/13, 2.5 YR 6/6, 5 YR 6/6, 7/8 and 10 YR 7/2, 7/3,
8/3). To the naked eye, the clay appears rather fine deplrated, with no visible inclusions, or few

and small ones of white colour.

Voids are quite frequent, mostly in form of vughies, channels and sporadic chambers, sized between
0.04/0.6G1.00 or 1.30 (sporadically) mm.

The texture of freshly broken séah is fine, granular or porous, the matrix is rather carbonatic and
the distribution of the temper is generally welbrted silt, or in sporadic cases, poeslyrted silt or
unsorted. In general, the size of the inclusions varies from-0O® 1.19 mm icca. The calcium
carbonate, mainly part of the matrix, is very frequent/infrequent and shows two variants, both of
very sphericakphericalsubspherical/well roundedoundedsubrounded shape: white or white

" Institut fur Klassische Archaologie, Universitat Wien.

! Thinsection petrography at the polarizing microscope and chemical analysisV@Cénd ICP/OES) havieeen
conducted by G. Montana (DiSTem, University of Palermo) and L. Randazzo (iBESsita della Calabria) to whom
we are very grateful for the permission to anticipate some of their forthcoming results.

2 Eight fragments have been found at Agrigento (area South to the Temple of Zeus, University of Palermo) which include
three items fom the kiln area South to Porta V (Parco Archeologico di Agrigento and University of Bologna), in detalil
see Baldoni and Scalici 2020. Seven amphorae stem from the necropoleis of Himera (Soprintendenza BBCCAA di
Palermo), four fragments from the major wb sanctuary of Selinunte (New York UnivergstiFA) and two from the
acropolis excavations at Pantelleria (University of Tuibingen)

3 Exception made for three samples yielded by the kiln area South to Porta V (Parco Archeologico di Agrgento
Universty of Bologna), the bulk stems from the excavations in the area South to the Temple of Zeus (University of
Palermo).

4 Sampled by G. Montana atthe Sot8h & 6 SN} aft 21JSa 2F (GKS a/2ftftAyl RSA (SY
¢CKS YIFIGSNALFEfA FNB O2YLI CRNKNVS (4 R Y reinted deiyBelIse? (sdd@obtartnletND 2 y S

al. 2011, 781, 103, 13682, 16062).

5 For first insights into production of western Greek amphorae at Agrigento, see Bechtold 2020 and Baldoni
and Scalici 2020.
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Fig.1. Microphotos 8xa. M 208/1;b. M 208/2;c.M 208/3;d. M 208/5;e. M 208/43;f. M 208/44;9.M 208/47;h. M 119/177
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yellowish, small or medium sized (0-08/0.20-1.00-1.15 mm) grains; whitisiellowish, small or
medium sized (0.04/0.260-60 mm or 1.19 mnfsingular]) micritic clots.

In rare cases the calcium carbonate appears also in form of agglomerate sized more than 1.59 mm

and of very elongate/rounded shape. Quartz can be frequent (M 179/232, fig. 2.c , M 119/177, fig.
1.h, M 119/192, fig. 2.a), frequent (M 208/44, fig. 1.f , M 208/47, fig. 1.9 , M179/332, fig. 2.d) or
sporadic/rare (M 208/2, fig. 1.b, M 208/5, fig. 1.d, M 208/43, fig. 1.e, M179/168, fig. 2.b); in few
cases it is not visible (M 208/1, fig. 1.a, M 208/3, fig.1.c). It appears iotireof whitishgreyish
transparent inclusions, of spherieslibspherical/roundeegubroundedsubangularangular shape

and small sized (0.04/0.188 mm).

Mica is generally infrequent/frequentbut is not always easily visibhery small (0.0204/0.08 mnj,

of very sphericabphericalelongate/very angular shape and usually of shiny aspect. In some
samples (for example M 208/5, fig. 1.d), infrequent red iron oxide concretions, of subspherical
subelongate/subroundegubangular shape and sized between 00840.40 mm, are visible. In
addition, in some cases, the fabric presents infrequent or sporadic/rare, -snealium sized
(0.04/0.3650 mm) and reddish or reddidtrown inclusions of very spheriesilibspherical/well
roundedroundedsubangular shape, and raldack particles, of spherical/subroundasdbangular
shape and sized between 0.04/0.16 mm.
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Fig. 2Microphotos 8xa.M 119/192;b. M 179/168;c. M 179/232;d. M 179/332

6 See Cau Ontiveros, et aD02, 1112: formations of secondary calcite, caused by high firing temperatures. This new
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2. Coarse Ware

Two different fabrics of coarse ware have bedistinguished: AKR-1 and AKFG2. The major
differences between the two groups are the coarseness and the distribution of temperGAKR
finer and AKFG2 is coarser, with probably intentional added temper, while both fabrics show the
samecomposily YR (eLlRft23ASa 2F AyOfdzaizya |yR |

AKRGC1
Ref. M 209/5 (M 209/2, M 209/4, M 209/6, M 209/10, M 209/11, M 209/13, M 209/15)

The colour of the matrix is generally pinkigddish or light brown (Munsell 5 YR 6/6, 7.5 YR 6/4,
714, 7/6 and 10 YR 6/3, 8/3). To the naked eye, the clay appears quite fine with visible, frequent or
infrequent, whitishyellowish and smaiinedium sized particles; in some cases, inclusions are
invisible.

Voids are infrequent, sized between 0.04/0-629 mm, mostly in form of vughies and, sporadically,
channels and chambers. The texture of freshly broken sections is fine or granular and the matrix is
plenty carbonatic. The distribution of temper varies from vagtted silt, poorlysorted sand in well

sorted silt (bimodal), to poorhgorted silt or unsorted.

In general, the size of the inclusions varies from @92to 1.0601.35 mm circa. T calcium
carbonate, as above mentioned, is mainly part of the matrix and shows two variants:
frequent/infrequent or rare, whitishyellowish or white, smalnedium sized grains (0.68/0.32-

40 mm, in a singular case 1.35 mm) of very sphesphericalsubspherical/roundedsubrounded

and sporadically subangutangular shape; very frequefitequent, whitishyellowish, small
medium sized (0.04/0.389 mm) micritic clots mostly of very spherisalbsphericaspherical/well
roundedroundedsubroundedangularshape. Quartz is mostly infrequent or rare, and it is not
visible in every sample. It appears in form of sphesstddspherical/subroundegdubangular,
greyishwhitish-transparent inclusions, sized between 0.04/0.12 or 0.40 (rarely) mm. The fabric
shows affequentinfrequent or sporadic concentration of red iron concretions, not always visible,
sized between 0.048€8/0.28-40 or 0.791.00 (rarely) mm. Their shape is variable: very spherical
sphericalsubsphericakubelongateelongate/well roundedsubroundedsubangularangular. Mica

is generally infrequent and not easily visible. Finally, in some cases, there is an infrequent presence
of reddishbrown, small sized (0.04/0.128 mm) inclusions of spherical/subroundsdbangular
shape, and a rare presence of bladmall sized (0.04/0.12 mm) particles of very spherical
spherical/well roundeerounded shape.
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Fig. 3.Microphotos 8xa. M 209/2, b. M 209/4; c. M 209/5; d. M 209/6; e. M 209/10 f. M 209/11; g. M 209/13 h. M 209/15
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