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Introduction

The shrine of Diana Nemorensis at Nemi lies on the shores of its namesake lake, in a volcanic
crater within the Alban Hills, located about 30 km southwest of Rome in the territory of the
ancient Latin city of Aricia. Excavations conducted by the Universita di Perugia and Ludwig-
Maximilians-Universitat Miinchen between 2009 and 2019, in collaboration with the So-
printendenza, have significantly increased our understanding of this sacred complex.

The sanctuary was in use from the 6™ century BC - initially as a federal Latin sanctuary, and
later it came under Roman control after the defeat of the Latin League in 334 BC. As a promi-
nent Roman sacred site, it underwent significant architectural changes through time.!

This contribution presents the typo-morphology and fabrics of Roman coarse ware from the
sanctuary of Diana.?2 Seven cooking pots (known as ollae) with almond-shaped rim are exam-
ined, with the aim of tracing their typological and compositional development.? The results
show a typological evolution in this almond-shaped olla, consistently produced in one fabric,*
testifying to the continuous manufacture and use of this shape over time.

Coarse Ware Shapes and Fabrics
The seven selected specimens can be assigned to the five different types (Figure 1)°:

e Type 1A has an enlarged, flattened rim, ovoid body, and flat base (Figure 1, 1A). This
type occurs in Rome® and Ostia’ between the 6™ and 3™ centuries BC.

*Universita Telematica San Raffaele, Dipartimento di Scienze Umane e Promozione della Qualita della Vita, Via di
Val Cannuta 247, 00166 Roma, ltalia.

**Sapienza Universita di Roma, Dipartimento di Scienze dell’Antichita, Via dei Volsci 122, Roma, Italia.
"University of Vienna, Department of Classical Archaeology, Franz Klein-Gasse 1, 1190 Vienna, Austria.
"*Universita Alma Mater Bologna, Dipartimento di Storia Culture Civilta, Piazza S. Giovanni in Monte 2, 40124
Bologna, Italia.

! Diosono 2020, 2024.

2 The research was funded by the Austrian Science Fund (FWF) in the framework of the Hertha Firnberg Pro-
gramme (FWF project number T-1085 G) and carried out by Barbara Borgers (PI) and Verena Gassner (co-appli-
cant). See also Borgers 2026 in FACEM (release 9: 03/2026).

3 Diosono et al. in press.

4 The same clay fabric is related to other materials from the Sanctuary, see Diosono et al. 2024.

5 Diosono et al. in press.

5 Quercia 2008, 223, fig. 2; D’Allessio, Di Guiseppe 2005, 12, fig. 10.7; Meylan Krause 2002, table 5:87.

7 Olcese and Coletti 2016, 395, fig. 3:10.


https://unisanraffale.academia.edu/
https://unisanraffale.academia.edu/Departments/Dipartimento_di_Scienze_Umane_e_Promozione_della_Qualit%C3%A0_della_Vita/Documents

FACEM (www.facem.at) release 9: 03/2026

Type 1B corresponds to an enlarged almond-shaped rim with external edge, ovoid
body, and flat base (Figure 1, 1B). The type has punctual matches at Bolsena,® Pyrgi,’
Ostia,*® Gabii,** and Artena,'? dated between the 4" and 3™ century BC, with some
attestations continuing until the second half of the 2" century BC.3

Both types 1A and 1B are attributable to the ovoid ollae type 2 with flared and enlarged rim,*
attested in southern Etruria and Rome between the 6% and 3™ centuries BC. In Latium Vetus
and the Pontine region, however, their incorporation into the coarse ware repertoire occurs
predominantly between the 4™ and 3™ centuries BC.*

Type 1C is characterised by an almond-shaped rim tapering upward, with an internal
concavity for a lid, tapered neck, and rounded basin (Figure 1, 1C). This type, attested
at the Nymphaeum of the sanctuary?®, has a chronological span between the 2" and
1%t centuries BC.

Type 1D has an almond-shaped rim with semicircular cross-section, and an external
groove (Figure 1, 1D). This shape'’ is similar to Olcese type 3a,'® and occurs between
the 2" century BC and the beginning of the 15t century AD.

Type 1E pertains to an olla with enlarged and everted almond-shaped rim, a globular
body, and flat base (Figure 1, 1E). It is attested in Rome,® and can be dated between
the 2" and 1°t centuries BC.
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Figure 1. Five different rim types (1A-1E) under the overarching olla form
with almond-shaped rim, from the sanctuary of Diana, Nemi.

8 Santrot and Santrot 1995, 58, n. 480.

9 AA.VV. 1970, 512, fig. 386 n. 21.

10 Olcese and Coletti 2016, 395, fig. 4:16.

11 Zuchtriegel 2012, table XV, n. 266; from the impasto repertoire.
12 AAVV. 1989, 70, n. 2.

13 Dupré and Ribaldi 2000, fig.26, n. 13.

14 Olcese 2003, 78-80.

15 Olcese 2003, 78; Borgers et al. 2017, 315.

16 Cerquaglia and Privitera 2014, olla type 17.

17 santrot and Santrot 1995, 226, n. 505; the type has a contemporary find in Bolsena, where it dates from the
mid-3rd to mid-2nd century BC.

18 Olcese 2003.

19 Bertoldi 2011, 95, fig. 87, olla type 5.
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All seven samples belong to the same fabric (LAT-C-6), three of which (M 295/1-3) will be
described in more detail.

LAT-C-6
Samples: M 295/1-3
Representative sample: M 295/2

LAT-C-6 samples are defined by a yellowish red colour (Munsell value HUE 5 YR 5/8 or 4/6).
Some fragments display a dark grey colour (Munsell value HUE 5 YR 4/1) on the internal sur-
face, resulting from use practices in ritual events. The texture of the fragments is granular,
and, overall, the fragments are hard to very hard. Coarse inclusions comprise between 20 and
25%. Their size varies from 0.2 to 0.7 mm, and they are moderately sorted. These large grains
are predominantly angular and black (e.g., pyroxene), and angular white to clear (e.g., feld-
spar).

Voids occur in the shape of vughs, their size varies between 0.1 and 0.3 mm. The overall po-
rosity is between 10 and 15%.

Fabric LAT-C-6 is unique to the site of Nemi; to the authors’ knowledge, the fabric has not
been identified on other sites examined in southern Lazio.?° This might suggest that this com-
position may have been a local production, or at least nearby the sanctuary of Diana. To sup-
port this hypothesis, further research and a geological prospection are planned for the near
future.

Conclusion

The Roman coarse ware from the sanctuary of Diana at Nemi reveals the development of sev-
eral types within the overarching olla shape with almond rim, which were consistently pro-
duced in a single fabric or composition. This points to continuous local production and use at
the site. Importantly, the evidence underscores the sanctuary’s role as a stable context for the
continuity of ceramic technological traditions within the broader context of Roman rule.
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