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Fabrics of Attic Black Glaze Ware

Sampling strategy

The definition of fabrics of the Attic black glaze ware is based upon the observation of the
black glaze ware of different contexts of the Austrian excavations in Velia with the aid of a
binocular microscope with a 40 x magnification." Originally, four fabrics could be identified
which went with specific Attic forms and often were connected with an extremely brilliant
black glaze, and thus were supposed by archaeological considerations to be Attic. The previ-
ously distinguished fabrics are reorganized in FACEM as ATH-G-1 to ATH-G-3.2

The results of the archaeometrical investigations of 20 samples (thin section and heavy
mineral analysis) showed a coherent group in two varieties which differed clearly from the
local production of Velia and other Western Greek fabrics, like Paestum.

Description of observed fabrics

Most common among the observed fabrics is ATH-G-1. It is characterized by a fine yellow-
ish red matrix, which is riddled with very small and regular carbonate-pseudomorphoses,
sometimes visible only as tiny white spots; occasionally very tiny quartz particles and small
black or red inclusions (iron oxide concretions) occur, the appearance of mica is not promi-
nent.

ATH-G-2 (M 2/67) differs from the former fabric only by its larger and therefore better dis-
tinguishable carbonate pseudomorphoses.

ATH-G-3 stands out due to its very fine pale brown carbonatic matrix (M 2/21), in which the
individual carbonate-pseudomorphoses are only occasionally distinguishable with some larger
specimens, while some tiny orange-brown particles appear within the matrix (biotite?).
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! For the applied method and some of the fabrics (published as G 2 and G 5) see also Gassner 2003, 39-40.
% FabricG 5 published by Gassner 2003, table p. 346 color pl. 1 and fabric G 11 published by Trapichler 2003a, 208
were merged into ATH-G-1, recognized as varieties in color. Trapichler 2003b.



