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FLAVIO FERLITO

Amphorae Fabric of Entella

Introduction

About 70 samples, taken from amphorae found during archaeological investigations
conducted at Entella and yielded by a survey projdeye been studied for the identification

of the present fabricTwo samples have been submitted to petrographical an&lgsid the

results have been compared with the components of the raw materials of the same teitory.

As aresult, all these sample 6 SNE O2 YL} A0t S 6A0GK*GKS & ¢ SNNI

Fabric Description
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characterised by the same matrix. Infact and being the differences between the var@nts n
distinctive enough, we decided to denominate just one fabric -BNT Indicatively, two
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calcium carbonate, and a second, finer one with a higher presence of noeevdr, we find

a large number of samples which share features of bothfabhbics and cannot be attributed
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ENTA-1
Ref.M 187/106 M 187/50, M 187/51, M 187/57, M 187/83, M 187/96, M 187/116, M
187/118, M 187/119, M 187/121, M 187/122)

The colour of the matrix varies from brown to brownisimkish or browniskreddish, with
different tones (Munsell 2.5 YR 5/6, 6/6, 6/8; 5 YR 5/6, 6/6, 7/4; 7.5 YR 5/6). To the naked eye,
the fabric can be very fine with no visible inclusions or fine with some visible particles, small
medium sized, or sporadically béiged, of white, whiteyellowish and/or greyish colour. In

few cases, a notable proportion of whitish particles has been observed.

Voids are generally frequent, mostly in the form of vughies, channels and sporadically
chambers and vesciculars. Their size varies from-@408 0.871.00 mm, exceptionally
around 1.39 mm.

" Institut fur Klassische Archaologléniversitat Wien.
! For previous research and arfhS LJG K RA & OdzaaA 2y 2F 9y GSttlQa | YLIK2NI S
circulation, see Corretti and Michelini 2020.
2 Thinsection petrography at the polarizing microscope has been conducted by G. Moni&Ta (D
University of Palermo) and L. Randazzo (DIBEST, Universita della Calabria): M, $8éN@helini 2014, fig.
79,0.C2NJ FANRG LISGNRANI LIKAO lylfeara dzyRSNIF{1Sy Ay (KS
3 For previous archaeoetric research in local Archaic matainted ware, see Montana et al. 2017
with earlier references.
4 Montana et al. 2011, 673, 98100, 12527, 157.
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Fig.1. Microphotos:a. M 187/50;b. M 187/51;c.M 187/57;d. M 187/83;e. M 187/96;f. M 187/106

The texture is mainly fine, with some granular exceptions, and the matrix is mostly carbonatic
and/or micaceous. The distribution of the temper is chiefly poorly sorted or unsorted, with
some cases of welorted silt or poorlysorted sand in welsorted st (bimodal).

The temper is generally sized between G@B0.4860 mm, in a few cases 11959 mm.
Quartz appears in different quantities. It can be frequent, infrequent or sporadic, but there
are also samples where it doesn’t appear, like M 187/106 (fig. 1.f). Its colour can be -greyish
whitish-transparent and its size varié®m 0.0408-12 to 0.4867 mm, with singular cases of
1.19 mm, like M 187/51 (fig. 1.b). Also its shape is very diversified: very spherical/reunded
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subangular, sphericalubspherical/subroundedngular and subspherical/well rounded
roundedsubroundedsubangular.

Fig. 2 Microphotos:a. M 187/116;b. M 187/118;c.M 187/119;d. M 187/122

As abovementioned, the presence of the mica is variable: frequent, infrequent or sporadic.
An example with a quite micaceous matrix is represented by M 18{#{§61.e). The shape

can be very sphericaphericalsubelongateelongate/very angulaangular and small sized
(0.02/0.0812 mm, with a singular case of 0.16 mm).

Calcium carbonate appears in two versions. The first one is represented by a very frequent,
infrequent (M 187/122, fig. 2.d) or sporadic quantity of white or whitygllowish grains of
sphericalsubspherical/well rounded shape. Their size varies from 0.04 to4020m, with
sporadic cases of 0.6L mm. The second version is represented by & \Vfeequent,
infrequent or rare (M 187/50, fig. 1.a) quantity of whitigkllowish micritic clot$,of very
sphericalsphericalsubspherical/well  roundedoundedsubrounded, spherical/angular
(rarely) or subelongate/roundedubangular shape. Their sizeriea from 0.0204 to 0.4060

mm, with one singular case of 1.59 mm. Low quantities (sporadic or rare) of small sized
(0.04/0.20 mm), sphericaubspherical/roundegubroundedsubangular shaped reddish
brown iron oxide concretions can be observed in sommas. Others show a sporadic

5 See Cantiveros et al. 2002, 112: formations of secondary calcite, caused by high firing
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